On March 1, 2010 it was announced that the Medical College of Georgia (MCG) Nurse Anesthesia Program
was targeted for closure on June 30, 2010. The Medical College of Georgia made a unilateral decision to
close the program in response to the demand by the Georgia Legislature and Board of Regents to cut 25.6
million dollars from the MCG budget. MCG decided to cut the program in its entirety as opposed to “across
the board” budget cuts that would have been more desirable and fair. As a result, the students currently
enrolled in the nurse anesthesia program would have to transfer to another program (if possible) to
complete their education. This would have a profound impact on our students, GANA members, our
profession and most of all our patients and in particular our patients in rural areas.

As you can see this is indeed a time of crisis. More than ever, we need the support of every single CRNA
and SRNA in the state of Georgia to help support keeping the MCG nurse anesthesia program from closing.
Please use the following talking points when contacting your legislators, board of regents, and MCG
officials:

1. Do not close the nurse anesthesia program. It is a vital program. It serves to educate the CRNAs
that provide anesthesia services throughout the state, especially in rural and underserved areas.

2. Regardless of funding or budget issues, the program should be retained. MCG can and should
utilize fair “across the board" budget cuts to avoid the closure of any essential healthcare
educational program.

3. MCG s the only state funded CRNA program. Elimination of this program would leave only one
other CRNA program available in the state, which is private and cost prohibitive for many, to
attend. It would certainly result in a further shortage of CRNAs here in Georgia and in particular
the rural areas of Georgia which are nearly 100% served by CRNAs.

Additionally, please consider taking a moment of your time to make a generous PAC donation for this cause
at www.gana.org. Here you can easily donate online or send your donation by US mail. GANA PAC funding
is essential as we seek to support our elected officials that will assist us in our efforts to save the MCG
Nursing Anesthesia Program.

On behalf of the GANA Board of Directors I would like to personally thank our GANA President, Barry
Cranfill, ED/Legal Counsel, Christy Dunkleberger, Region 2 Director, Janice Izlar, and the incredible
students for all of their tireless hours of hard work and dedication they have put forth so far in an effort to
stop this injustice.

Steve Smith CRNA, MA
GANA Immediate Past President
Contact information:

To find your state rep and state senator click on these links: www.congress.org and www.vote-
smart.org



Chancellor Erroll B. Davis Jr. - 404-656-2202 email chancellor@usg.edu

Barry Goldstein PhD, Provost - 706-721-4014

James Thompson MD, Interim President - 706-721-2103 email strategic_support @mcg.edu
President Dr. Azziz can be reached via the MCG Operator at 706-721-0211

(recently named the new President of MCG)

William Bowes, Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration - 706-721-2901

R. Bryan Ginn Jr., VP for External Affairs - 706-495-2147 or 706-721-441

BOARD OF REGENTS MEMBERS:

Willis Potts: (¢)706-233-1379, (p) 706-802-1313, willis@itxmail.net (had a great conversation
with him today...very receptive to our concerns)
Kenneth Bernard Jr.: 770-920-8350

James Bishop: 912-264-5859

Frederick Cooper: 404-467-0905

Larry Ellis: 770-458-3773

Robert Hatcher: 478-746-8005

Felton Jenkins:706-342-3564

W. Mansfield Jennings: 478-783-4001

James Jolly: 706-226-2317

Donald Leebem: 770-302-3000

William H. NeSmith: 706-548-0010

Doreen Stiles Poitevint: 229-246-8577

Wanda Yancey Rodwell: 770-879-5700

Kessel Stelling: 770-751-4778

Benjamin Tarbutton: 478-552-5151 x 208
Richard Tucker: 404-463-0592

Allan Vigil: 678-364-3673

Larry Walker: 478-987-1415

VERY IMPORTANT PEOPLE TO NOT OVERLOOK:

Honorable Sonny Purdue, Governor, State of GA: 404-656-1776
Honorable Casey Cagle, Lt. Governor, State of GA: 404-656-5030
Honorable David Ralston, Speaker of the H.0.R.: 404-656-5020

Honorable Jack Hill, Chairman of Senate Appropriations Committee: 404-656-5038
jack.hill@senate.ga.gov

Honorable Ben Harbin, Chairman of House Appropriations Committee: 404-463-2247
ben.harbin@house.ga.gov



Honorable Seth Harp, Chairman of Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Higher
Education: 404-463-3931

seth.harp@senate.ga.gov

Honorable Earl Ehrhart, Chairman of House Appropriations Subcommittee on Higher Education:
404-463-2247
earl@ehrhart.4emm.com

COLUMBIA COUNTY DELEGATION MEMBERS

Honorable Lee Anderson, House of Representatives: 404-656-0298

lee.anderson@house.ga.gov

Honorable Ben Harbin, House Appropriations Committee: 404-463-2247
ben.harbin@house.ga.gov

Honorable Barbara Sims, GA House of Representatives: 404-656-0213
barbara.sims@house.ga.gov

Honorable Bill Jackson, Georgia State Senate: 404-656-5114
bill.jackson@senate.ga.gov

AUGUSTA RICHMOND COUNTY DELEGATION MEMBERS:
Honorable Gloria Frazier, GA House of Representatives: 404-656-0265

frazier26@comcast.net

Honorable Henry "Wayne" Howard, GA House of Representatives: 404-656-6372
wayne.howard@house.ga.gov

Honorable Quincy Murphy, GA House of Representatives: 404-656-0265
quincy.murphy@house.ga.gov

Honorable Earnest Smith, GA House of Representatives: 404-656-6372
mal027@aol.com

Honorable Hardie Davis, GA State Senate: 404-656-0340
hardie.davis@senate.ga.gov

Honorable J.B. Powell, GA State Senate: 404-463-1314
ib.powell@senate.ga.gov



Julia M. Kerlin, MCG Lobbyist, Assistant Vice President for Government Relations Division of
University Advancement: (c) 706-836-9343, (0) 706-721-4413

jkerlin@mcg.edu



